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will be positioned in the four-star segment. Rosenberg is 
regarded as pioneer for the under-floor heating system in 
Germany. In 1972 the electrical technician started with it 
in small conditions and developed the company to a global 
player. In the meantime his three sons have taken over 
the helm, but the father is still in the company every day 
and above all attends “his” international customers he has 
taken care of from the very first.

New territory for the entrepreneur
However, some day it was too less for the today 72 years 
old, and he shocked his sons with the intention to still build 
something: a nuclear power plant, a wind energy plant or a 
hotel”. “Dad, do not fool around”, the worried answer was, 
as the sons knew that he could not be dissuaded from an 
idea already formed. “Do not fool around, build a hotel” – 
they advised him to the least daring project. He turns it 
into his project. “But I did not have any idea of a hotel”, 
he says today. The experience temporarily gained in more 
than 100 hotel accommodations a year, alone abroad, was 
certainly included. But to know how a guest perceives a 
hotel is the one thing. The other thing is how to operate it. 
The house was already under construction, when
friends recommended a hotel company to him.

Increase to 99 rooms

The hotel company however realized at first sight that 
the planned number of rooms was not sufficient for an 
economic company. One floor was thus added to reach 
the minimum number of 100. Well, with 99 rooms – 
this was not reached completely, but the concept itself 
convinced the Success Group to join in Attendorn. Since 
this point of time, Gerhard Rosenberg, who simultaneously 
is a site manager, as he says, has to share the command 

on the building site with Thomas Bosse, who takes care 
for Success Group that all operations work and also 
the equipment and design support a flourishing hotel. 
“The earlier the operating company is on board too, the 
better the sequences can be adjusted to the specific 
requirements of a hotel”, says the director of Development 
and Purchasing. And in the end this is for the benefit of a 
property, because only a working hotel remains stable in 
value and returns the profit requested. 
Beside the number of rooms, the concept of the restaurant 
was also modified, compared to the first planning. The 
architect designed a classic kitchen. “We are now up-
to-date and have planned a show cooking area”, Bosse 
says. It is important for  the operating company to know 
the guests’ wishes and to realize them. The Düsseldorf 
architectural office, Kai 18 Projekte, is in charge for the 
structural engineering and has implemented the building 
owner’s ideas. “No shoe box”, that was the clear instruction 
of Gerhard Rosenberg. Inspired by his trips abroad, many 
of them in the Near and Far East, there should be glazed 
atria, towers – that was the building owner’s vision which, 
according to present calculations, he has to spend around 
�15 million for. A glass façade surrounds two atria in the 
form of an eight. Under these lucky circumstances the 
building owner can install additional pipe grids, providing 
a comfortable climate in the circulations of the “towers”. 

No binding to brands

However, the nomenclature of the hotel takes up 
Attendorn’s membership in the medieval Hans comprising 
around 300 towns. But only since last year’s spring, 
Attendorn has officially been allowed to have the addition 
of Hanse town; a favorable occasion to give local closeness 
to the futuristic “Hanse Hotel”. From the beginning 

A system for all cases: The compact grid construction allows a quick in-
stallation in wall, ceiling or floor areas. Depending on the chosen water 
temperature, it is possible to heat or cool. 

The reception will be located here. Heating grids are incorporated into 
the outside wall, besides a one meter wide strip on the floor is heated by 
conventional plastic pipes.
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Gerhard Rosenberg ruled out to join chain hotels. With the 
nomenclature a clear signal should be given to the bonds 
to the inhabitants. After all they hope for local guests in the 
restaurant and bar. “We are people from the Sauerland”, 
Rosenberg says, where they like something is spoken in 
German. A bit more analytic is the statement of Angelika 
Friedrich, the operation manager of Success Group. The 
great potential of companies in Attendorn, one of the 
richest communities in North Rhine-Westphalia, makes an 
operation promising, even without a brand, particularly as 
the local offer of accommodations is dragging behind this 
requirement. Besides, with hikers and short holiday makers 
- circles of guests are approached who do not really attach 
importance on an international brand. In addition, there 
is the circumstance that the very individual concept – for 
instance the bus shuttle service – does not necessarily fit a 
“prefabricated” brand.

Sauerland comfort

Extraordinary architecture and comfortable atmosphere – 
this balancing act is done in case of the interior decoration 
by the “Hanse Hotel”. Nature and design, trend and tradition 
– that are no extremes. Earthy colours and subnatural 
materials provide “Sauerland comfort” in the rooms. Fresh 
colours and modern use of forms in case of the furniture 
elements provide an up to date interpretation. A front 
cooking restaurant, two bars, beer garden, event and 
conference rooms, fitness area and sauna facilities are 
completing the offer. The “Hanse Hotel” is supposed to open 
in Attendorn as of 1st April 2013.


